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Baseball thrives
despite rainy
conditions
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INSIDE THE ISSUE

GVSU ALUM SPEAK ON BOSTON MARATHON TRAGEDY, SPORTS B1

eak a peek at GV’s new library, A3
ROBERT MATHEWS | GVL

Taking a peek: Students file through the Mary Idema Pew Library to preview the building expected to open fall 2013. Visitors snuck one of the first looks at the first and second floors.

GROUNDBREAKING

NO-COST
COLLEGE
BYRYAN JARVI
GVL SENIOR REPORTER

A recent push for the Michigan 2020 Plan
by state democrats in both the House and Sen
ate would provide a grant for all high school
graduates in the state that would cover higher
educational expenses for any of Michigan’s
public universities.
Senate minority leader Gretchen Whitmer (DEast Lansing) recently called for legislators to re
visit the plan, which was first developed last year.
“This morning, we heard from econo
mists and business experts, elected officials,
educators, parents and students on the Mich
igan 2020 Plan and what it could do to help
our families, businesses and communities,”
Whitmer said in a recent press release. “They
couldn’t understand why any Michigan elected
officials would be opposed to this plan, and
quite frankly, it’s time for the Senate to start
moving this process forward.”

ROBERT MATHEWS
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Getting dirty: President Thomas Haas helps break the ground for the Science Laboratory Building on Allendale Campus.

Event prepares campus for
science building construction
BY AUSTIN METZ
GVL ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Faculty, alumni, and students
came out during an overcast af
ternoon on April 15 to witness the
groundbreaking for Grand Valley
State University’s new Allendale
Science Laboratory Building.
Lead by GVSU President Thom
as J. Haas, the groundbreaking cere
mony marked the beginnings of the
$55 million construction project,
which will officially begin in July.
“We are completing (the library)
and we are going to start over again
and I have been telling people that
come 2015, this university will be
different yet again,” Haas said. “I
am thrilled to be part of a univer
sity that is vibrant, that is stable,
that is looking forward for our re
gion and for our state and looking
forward to creating an atmosphere,

a learning environment for our stu
dents to succeed.”
The 151,500 square foot build
ing, which will be located across
the Fieldhouse parking lot near
parking lot F on Campus Dr., will
be designed for LEED silver certifi
cation and will provide the univer
sity with nine new classrooms, 14
research laboratories, 160 faculty
offices, 15 teaching laboratories,
and a greenhouse with six separate
environmental zones.
“It will definitely be one that is at
the core, as many of our academic
buildings and programs are, at the
core of teaching and learning...,”
Haas said. “Its just remarkable to see
the excitement we can build and this
building will build excitement for
those who want to pursue a degree

ROBERT MATHEWS | GVL

THE PLAN
• The Michigan 2020 Plan would provide a
grant for all high school graduates in the state,
regardless of whether they were home schooled
or attended a public or private school. The grant
would be available for four years, and its maxi
mum amount would be equal to the median tu
ition level of all public universities in Michigan
— currently just over $10,500.
Students could then use that money to cover
* their educational expenses at any public univer
sity or community college in Michigan.
“The 2020 Plan is designed to change who
pays for college - taxpayers instead of students
and their families,” said Matt McLogan, vice
president for university relations at Grand Val
ley State University.
Democrats claim the plan would be funded
entirely by closing tax loopholes and would not
raise taxes a cent. According to the Michigan
2020 website, Michigan grants $35 billion in tax
credits that have not been proven to be effective
in growing the economy or job market.
The proposed legislation would create a
nonpartisan commission to cut 10 percent of
those tax credit expenditures, which would be
more than enough to fund the proposed $1.8
billion plan.
SKEPTICS & TRUE BELIEVERS
Rep. Roger Victory (R-Hudsonville) said his
main concern with the plan is funding and sus
tainability.
“While the proponents of the plan say that

Building lives: President Haas addresses the
SEE BUILDING, A2

SEE TUITION, A2

crowd during Monday’s groundbreaking event.

A toast to being a Laker: T. Haas
honors graduates for achievements
BY RACHEL CROSS
GVL ASSISTANT NEWS

With the real world
right around the corner
for about to be graduates
of Grand Valley State Uni
versity, President Thomas
J. Haas held the first ever
Toast with T. Haas event,
where he recognized how
bittersweet moving for
ward can be.
Haas started out his
toast by describing how
each student at GVSU has
a story, and if students fol

low their passions and re
member where they came
from, they will flourish
and succeed in life.
“I’m so proud to rep
resent the GVSU Lakers
within the community,
state and across the nation,”
Haas said. “When I come
back to GVSU, I come back
to family.”
Haas said there are more
than 90,000 alumni from
GVSU around the world,
ranging from professions
such as ambassadors, presi

dents of countries, doctors
and teachers.
At the end of his toast,
Haas closed with an end
ing remark that touched on
aspects that GVSU students
should be leaving with.
“To ladies and gentle
man, doctors, politicians,
poets, and future presi
dents or provosts,” Haas
said. “To brotherhood, sis
terhood and maturity. To
achievement, understand-

LkamAm m Si\i i UnivirS
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Raise a glass: President Thomas Haas toasts Student Senate President Jack lott at the
SEE TOAST, A2

first Toast with T.Haas. This year, students were able to hear advice offered by Haas.
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this will not require addi
tional taxes, there are no
concrete identified sources
of revenue,” Victory said.
“With an estimated $1.8 bil
lion per year price tag, no
identified funding source
seems like a major issue."
Robert McCann, com
munications officer for the
Senate democrats, said there
has purposely been no spe
cifics given about which
loopholes would be closed
because they don’t want the
issue to become political.
“(Those tax credits) are
not creating jobs, not grow
ing the economy (and) not
helping Michigan families,”
McCann said. “When we’re
talking about this plan we’re
not just talking about mak
ing college affordable, we’re
talking about creating jobs.”

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
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McCann said legislators
have worked with econo
mists on an approach to job
creation.
“I think when we talk to
economists on how to best
bring jobs to Michigan, they
say it’s about creating a tal
ent pool of higher concen
trations of college gradu
ates,” he said.
The plan may provide
Michigan with more college
graduates, but Victory says
it’s impossible to say whether
that will actually help keep
graduates in the state.
“In my review of the
plan there is not, and can’t
be, a requirement that a
graduate under this pro
gram must stay in the state,”
Victory said. “As with any
other individual, they will
go where the jobs are locat
ed so they can provide for
their families. If there are
no jobs in.Michigan then

NEWS

BRIEFS
GV NAMED GREEN COLLEGE’
For the fourth year in a row, Grand Valley State University
has been named one of the county's most environmentally
friendly colleges by the Princeton Review. This guide pro
files different institutions of higher education throughout
the U.S. that show significant contributions to sustainability.
Different areas of evaluation included the university's com

these educated students
will leave to be able to pro
vide for themselves.” •
Rep. Brandon Dillon
(D-Grand Rapids), who has
sponsored bills within the
plan, said it is an important
proposal as affording college
is becoming a growing prob
lem for many individuals.
“I think it has the po
tential to, first of all, make
college affordable for peo
ple,” Dillon said. “To allow
people who want to go to
college who would not have
been able to because they
can’t afford it.”
Dillon said he also thinks
the plan could encour
age people to stay in high
school by giving them the
opportunity to afford high
er education. “I think what
you’ve seen with things like
the Kalamazoo Promise is
it’s kept people in school
and kept them from drop
ping out,” he said.
Though there are many
problems unrelated to col
lege affordability that cause
students to drop out of high
school, Victory said it would
be difficult to determine if
this plan would have any
effect on high school reten
tion rates.
“This program does not
provide additional resourc
es to our K-12 schools to
work on this issue,” Victory

said. “While the program
will provide aji incentive to
some students, it could be
very possible that these very
students were the ones that
would have found a way to
attend college anyway.”
McLogan said he expects
the number of college ap
plicants to increase if the
Michigan 2020 Plan passes.
“If college were to become
free to Michigan high school
graduates, my assumption is
that applications to college
would increase substan
tially,” McLogan said. “This
would be a good thing, but
it might well lead to addi
tional operating and class
room construction expenses
for colleges and universities.
I’d expect the institutions to
ask the state for assistance
in meeting the costs of the
additional demand that the
state’s new policy would
have created.”
Dillon said the issue of
institutions asking for fi
nancial assistance because
of increased applicants is a
positive thing.
“If we have so many stu
dents that can afford to go to
college, it would be a good
problem for us to have to ac
commodate them,” he said.
“Having more students be
ing able to afford to go to
college, no matter where
they choose to go, would be

a good thing.”
McCann said as more in
dividuals are given access to
higher education by making
it more affordable, it would
keep the universities’ costs
down overall, as most of the
money universities receive
comes from tuition.
Victory said community
colleges and universities
get support from the state
through the capital outlay
process for construction
costs on a variety of projects.
“(The plan) may increase
the number of projects that
institutions ask for, but not
necessarily how many are
approved,” he said.
McCann doesn’t expect
the plan to have any effect
on institutions with lower
tuition rates as some stu
dents will choose to have
their college expenses paid
for entirely by the grant, and
Victory agrees.
“We may see students
choose colleges or univer
sities that they normally
would not have, up to the
maximum grant amount,”
Victory said. “Students,
though, would still have to
be accepted to the institu
tion and the grant would
not guarantee that. Because
the plan has a set tuition
amount for students, they
would still have to pay any
difference above the grant.”

The Michigan 2020 Plan
has yet to be voted on, and
there is speculation that if it
were, the bill may encounter
Republican opposition.
“Given that there are
Republican legislators who
have not been supportive
of this bill, in this session, I
think it’s probably not going
to (pass),” Dillon said.
Victory agrees and said
the plan would be hard to
pass without an identified
funding source. “The plan
relies on appointed boards
to find savings in the budget,
but we have no way of know
ing if that is possible or if the
legislature would implement
them,” he said.
The plan has heard criti
cisms over the encompass
ing changes it would make
to tax credits in a state that
still has a shaky economy,
but McCann continues to
have hope.
“Isn’t it about time that
the legislation is able to
make big plans like this?”
McCann said. “Obviously
the Republicans still con
trol the agenda, but we’ve
been hearing from both
sides of the aisle that this
plan makes sense.”
For more information on
the Michigan 2020 Plan, vis
it www.michigan2020.com
rjarvi@lanthorn.com

mitment to LEED standards, environmental programs, as
well as recycling and conservation programs.

BUILDING

For further information, contact the Sustainable Commu

CONTINUED FROM A1

nity Development Initiative at www.gvsu.edu/sustainability
or 616-331-7366.

TEDMED LIVE SIMULCAST
A live simulpast featuring different innovative leaders within
the health care industry will be broadcast April 17-19, with
different time slots ranging from 8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.They
will talk about possibilities in health and medicine. Speakers
include global leaders from science, research, technology,
academia, business, government and the arts.
For broadcast times, check the university's events web
site. For further information, contact Dr. Lara Jaskiewicz at
jaskiewl@gvsu.edu or go to www.TEDMED.com.

DELTA TAU DELTA RECEIVES CHARTER
The Grand Valley State University chapter of the Delta Tau
Delta fraiVfnUVHlWTVWnT's chartenjfi Apfll 13 at SunnVbrook Country Club, including performances by members of
the Eastern

University Chapter among other pro

graming provided by the fraternity's National Headquarters.
Consultants from the Delta Tau Delta National Headquar
ters first came to GVSU's campus in winter of 2010, tabling
with information to potential recruits and eventually offering
18 students invitations to join the fraternity.The fraternity has
more than doubled in size after two years, now 36-members
strong.The DeltaTau Delta Colony has received awards for the
most community service hours and highest average GPA.

In the A3 on commuter parking permit discounts published in the
April 15 issue of the Lanthorn stated that permits would only be
available to full-time students. The actual price is $50 per semester
for both full- and part-time, though part-time will not receive a parttime rate discount. The permit will only touch a small percentage of
commuter students, and will be available on a first-come, first-serve
basis starting July 1.

$

in the sciences and then take
them into post-graduate
work as well.”
Haas went on to say that
despite the construction
over the last 20 years, this is
the first time the university
has received money from
the state to help with the
construction and to him, it
shows the progress the uni
versity is making.
“They (the state) do be
lieve in you, they believe in
us, and they believe in the
outcomes that we are producing by'way of our gradu
ates, by way of the economic
vitality we have wifliin the
region,” Haas said.
Of the $55 million dol
lars it will cost, $30 million
will come from the state
and the remaining $25 mil
lion will be raised by the
university bonds.
“We’ve
been
need

ing this building for quite
awhile,” said Provost and
Vice President of Academic
and Student Affairs, Gayle
Davis. “As President Haas
was saying, we have been
growing and growing in
the STEM disciplines, that’s
Science, Technology, Engi
neering, and Mathematics
and we add Health Scienc
es to that array. Consider
ing that commitment, re
ally this building can’t open
soon enough for us.”
Neil MacDonald, pro
fessor in and chair of the
biology department said
the new building will free
up space for the courses in
the science discipline.
“We will be in there by
the Fall of 2015 and as you
heard them talk about, all
the new teaching spaces
and teaching laboratories
and teaching facilities we
will have will be tremen
dously expansive compared
to what we have now,”

MacDonald said. “Most of
our research labs are in old
faculty offices... We are go
ing to have new research
labs designed as research
labs. So that’s really excit
ing for the faculty.”
Other community lead
ers also made the ground
breaking event, includ
ing Rep. Roger Victory
(R-Hudsonville), Board of
Trustees member David
Hooker, Student Senate
Vice President of Edu
cational Affairs, Katie
Carlson, and members of
GVSU’s biology and liberal
arts department.
The four story building
building, which is expected
to be completed and ready
for use by fall 2015, will also
include a basement and a
penthouse to house fac
ulty, graduate assistant and
student offices, along with
eight conference rooms and
eight student study spaces.
associate@lanthorn.com

TOAST
CONTINUED FROM A1

ing, faith and passion. To
students who are steadfast
and true, whether they’re
black, white or blue...Go
Lakers!”
Jack Iott, president of
student senate, described
different memories that
occur throughout a stu
dent’s collegiate journey at
GVSU.
“Students accumulate
so many great memories,
including the President’s
Ball, homecoming, moving into th£
and the national champiip
said. “Although it’s bitter
sweet, just know that our
alumni will always have
a home at GVSU. What
ever your memories may
be, take them with you as
you embark on this new
chapter.”
assistantnewsrdlanthorn.com
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SNEAK A PEEK
GV hosts sneak peek of new
library before official opening
Grand Valley State Universiity students, faculty and

BY K<ARA HAIGHT
GVL STAFF WRITER

m
m

li

On tour: A student snaps a photo of the new Mary Idema Pew Library and Learning Commons during for Instagram.

fWh

staff had the chance to ‘sneak
a peek’ at the Mary Idema
Pew Library Learning and In
formation Commons before
the newly constructed library
officially opens.
The student sneak peak
on April 17 was the first time
many GVSU students and
staff have had the opportu
nity to preview the library,
which began construction on
May 1,2011.
Students were invited to
tour a portion of the library
through the Kirkhof Center,
which is connected to the li
brary through a lower-level
hallway. Upon entering Kirk
hof, students were welcomed
by the GVSU Cheer team,
music from a visiting DJ and
free samples of Argo tea,
which will be featured in the
new library. Participants were
then directed to the down
stairs connected hallway.
Before tours began, a line
of waiting students and facul
ty stretched around the lower
level of Kirkhof, with well
over 100 participants already
waiting to glimpse at the new
building. Once at the entrance
to the library, students were
each given a raffle ticket with
the chance to win prizes like
GVSU stickers and t-shirts,
or even an Apple iPad. After
entering the library, tours be
gan in a hallway area still un
der construction. Lining the

walls were posters displaying
facts about the building itself,
including the underground
heating and the building ma
terials used
Participants were able to
freely roam the pre-determined tour route, with cur
rent library and GVSU facul
ty and staff lining it to answer
questions. Excited comments
and observations broke out as
the hallway led into the threestory windows, looking out
over GVSUs campus.
While many of the areas
were still under construction
and off limits during the tour,
participants were able to ex
plore both the ground floor
and first level, with the op
portunity to stand and look
out over one of the balconies
facing the wall of windows.
After touring the library,
GVSU sophomore Keana
Murray was excited about the
building.
“My initial reactions were,
‘wow this is big, and nice’’
Murray said.
Murray said she can pic
ture herself spending time in
the library once it opens.
“I’m a big book person,
I like to read,” she said. “So
I was looking around like,
where is my favorite spot go
ing to be. I’m so happy.”
While the library will be
completed during summer
2013, the grand opening cel
ebration will take place in the
fall, once students return to
campus.
khaight@lanthorn.com

On tour: Louie the Laker joins a crowd of GVSU students on a tour of the Mary Idema Pew Library.The library is set to open in
the fall, but administrators gave community members the opportunity to take an early look at the layout
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THE WINNERS OF THE LNATHORN’S INSTAGRAM COMPEITION: NEWS, A5

Students work
around different
grading expectations
BY SARAH HILLENBRANO
GVL SENIOR REPORTER

Differences in grading
scales between professors,
classes and departments
leave many students frus
trated as they struggle to
remember what percentage
constitutes an “A” in each
class. The system is not nec
essarily arbitrary, though.
At Grand Valley State Uni
versity, the percentage vari
ances between classes serve
a purpose.
Ed Aboufadel, unit head
of the math department, said
each faculty member gets to
decide how they will grade
in their course sections.
“Part of hiring faculty
as professionals is to give
them some authority over
how grades are determined,”
Aboufadel said.
Although this system al
lows for variances between
classes, several department
chairs agreed that they are not
planning to make a standard
ized scale and that overall
these differences do not great
ly impact students’ GPAs.
“I wouldn’t say that a vari
ance has an impact on stu
dent GPA,” said Nancy Giar-

dina, vice provost for student
success. “I think that the goal
is understanding what the
grading scale is and what the
grading methods are in each
individual course, and then
making sure they’re working
to that standard.”
Giardina said the in
consistencies exist between
courses because professors
approach grading differently.
“Faculty have different
philosophies of grading, fac?
ulties use different models
for grading, so depending
on how an individual faculty
member sets up their model
for grading, that’s where
you’ll see these various vari
ances,” she said. “So a lot
of that often has a lot to do
with the philosophy a facul
ty member has on grading.”
Aboufadel agreed that
variances between grading
do not affect how a student
is doing overall at the uni
versity and added that he
thought a GPA does a good
job of representing how a
student has performed while
at GVSU.
“It could affect students’
GPAs depending on which
professor you get for which

course,” Aboufadel said. “I
think, because it is a grade
point average, that these vari
ations average out over time.
Ultimately, your final GPA is
usually a good representation
of your performance here at
Grand Valley.”
Daniel Royer, chair of the
writing department, said the
introductory course of Writing
150 that most freshmen take is
probably the most standard
ized course at the university.
“To my knowledge, it’s
the only course or program
with reliably standardized
grading,” Royer said. “That’s
because the teachers of that
course meet once a week all
semester long to standard
ize their grading. Then they
team grade at the end of the
semester, so your grade is
determined by the teacher
and then verified by the sec
ond and sometimes even

Seniors prepare for
new roles as alumni
BY LIZZY BALBOA
GVL NEWS EDITOR
9

In spite of student demonstra
tions requesting to remove Gov.
Rick Snyder from the commence
ment speaker line-up, the spring
ceremony will continue as planned
with Snyder delivering the morning
address on April 27. Douglas Rothwell, president and CEO of Business
Leaders for Michigan, will follow
with an address at the afternoon
ceremony.
Although the number of stu
dents walking at commencement
has not yet been determined, Sue
Willemsen from the Dean of Stu
dents Office said GVSU has about
4,048 students eligible to graduate,
ROBERT MATHEWS | GVL

SEE GRADING. A5

Looking up: A student graduates at the 2012 ceremony.

SEE SENIORS. A5
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VALLEY VOTE
QUESTION OF THE ISSUE

IF THE MICHIGAN GOVERNMENT
WERE TO FUND ONE INITIATIVE TO

YES: 0%

ALLEVIATE ONE ECONOMIC ISSUE,
WHAT ISSUE DO YOU THINK IT

EDITORIAL

SHOULD FOCUS ON?

“I believe Michigan should focus
funds to health care; not merely
affordable, but available and proac
tive health care. Providing people
of all ages, races and backgrounds
with equal access to physicians and
specialists.”
ELISE CAMPBELL
Junior
Communications
Traverse City, Mich.

"I think this initiative should focus
on more environmental issues such
as alternative ways to gather natural
resources other than fracking. Also,
funding towards LGBT equality.”

QUEYONNA HUNT
Senior
Journalism/Creative Writing
Grand Rapids, Mich.

“We need to fund more programs
that help members of low socio
economic families get to college,
focusing on minority students and
students from inner-city school
districts.”

NO COST COLLEGE
Though the Michigan 2020 Plan sounds like a good deal for future high
school graduates going to school in-state, the devil is always in the details
ell, Grand Valley State
University, its about that
time. The academic year is
coming to a close, and this is the last
editorial you’ll hear from us for the
semester. As easy as it would be for
us to give you the postgrad send-off,
there’s something else that caught our
eye.
In an article on today’s front page,
reporter Ryan Jarvi explores the
Michigan 2020 Plan proposed by
democrats in the state’s House of Rep
resentatives and the Senate that would
provide a grant to fund the costs of
higher education tuition for high
school graduates attending one of
Michigan’s 15 public universities. The
question that arises is simple: Where
is the state going to get the money
to fund such a proposed $1.8 billion
plan? And is this really the best way to
shift the conversation on how to deal
with rising costs of college tuition?
According to democrats who
proposed the plan, the funding would
come entirely from closing tax loop
holes and wouldn’t have any impact

W

on taxes. Sounds almost too good to
be true doesn’t it?
Democrats also said that the state
of Michigan currently grants about
$35 billion in tax credits that have not
been effective in growing the econo
my or the job market and by cutting
10 percent of those credits, the state
would have the money to fund the
proposed plan.
Another plus? After talking with
economists, the consensus among
legislators is that the best way to bring
jobs to Michigan is to create a larger
talent pool of higher concentrations
of college graduates. The problem?
Another problem? Not all graduates
are going to want to stay in Michigan,
so why pay for their schooling?
Those who question the proposal,
including Rep. Roger Victory (R-Hudsonville), say their major concerns are
with the funding and sustainability of
an idea with “no concrete identified
sources of revenue.”
Seems like a fair issue to bring up,
doesn’t it?
Those in favor have stated that

they have purposely given no specif
ics about which loopholes would be
closed because they don’t want the
issue to become political.
Wait, what? How could this not
turn political?
Now, we don’t want to turn this
into the usual Republican vs. Demo
crat battle - and it shouldn’t - but
there are questions that need to be
answered before final decisions are
made. Still riding on the curtails of an
economic recession that rattled major
populations, Michigan is still walking
off the abrupt economic downturn,
looking into alternative avenues for
job creation and economic growth
that each need to be examined care
fully. The democrats who support
this plan are in the right to do so - as
a college population, we’d know that
better than anyone - but until they
lock down any solid funding model,
they can’t expect the skeptics to be
come believers.
After all, the devil is in the details.

ANTHONY CLEMONS
Sophomore
Sociology
Madison Heights, Mich.

GVL EDITORIAL CARTOON I BY ANDREW SMITH

"Higher education should be avail
able to all those who have earned
it (admittance). No person should
have to miss out on the opportunity
to seek higher education because
he or she can’t afford it.”

L ANDREW Pf-AGUEj^
r
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Freshman

Political Science
Sterling Heights, Mich.

«»
“Education.
Without it we cannot grow.”

JON GARCIA
Senior
English
Three Rivers. Mich.

WEB EXCLUSIVE
Read the column

asmith@lanthorn.com

"3D? Meh. ”
by NATE SMITH
uANTHORN COM/EDITORIAL

Commencement: The good in goodbye

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthoms opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the Grand
Valley State University community.
Student opinions published here do
not necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthom aims
to be a safe vehicle for community
discussion. The Lanthom will not
publish or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not discriminate
against any other views, opinions or
.beliefs. The content, information and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of
the university, its Board of Trustees,
officers, faculty or staff
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space permits,
and are reserved for letters to the
editor only, all other reader-generated

content can be submitted to the
Grand Valley Lanthoms YourSpace
page by emailing community®
lanthom.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author’s full name and
relevant title along with a valid email
and phone number for confirming the
identity of the author. Letters should
be approximately 500-650 words in
length, and are not edited by the staff
of the Grand Valley Lanthom outside
of technical errors for clarity.
To make a submission, email
at editorial<g>lanthorn.com or by
dropping off your submission in
person at:
0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

Got something to say?
Well listen.
editorial@lanthorn.com

i

BY CHRISTINE COLLERAN
GVL COLUMNIST

This is my last opinion
column, and I have never
been any good at goodbyes.
I am not exaggerating. My
normal goodbye face is
scrunched and constipated
looking, with fat tears rolling
down it. My nose usu
ally runs, which is always
super sexy, and I make these
dramatic gasping noises that
can best be compared to a
wheezing seal. Goodbyes
suck, and I avoid them at all
costs.
For this reason, I will put
off saying goodbye until the
end of the column and in
stead do a little reflection on
my year as a columnist at the
Grand Valley Lanthom. To
the people and groups I have

V

offended — including but
not limited to: the Women’s
Center, our IT department,
campus police, hipsters,
Apple enthusiasts and some
professors — I hope there
is no bitterness between us.
While I always mean what I
write, I never write with the
intent to offend — unless
you are E.L Shames (whoops,
I meant James) and happen
to be the author of “Fifty
Shades of Grey”
To the Lanthom, I appreci
ate you for being an excellent
employer and always stand
ing by my right to express a
sometimes unpopular opin
ion. In fact, I like you guys so
much that I don’t even mind
that the picture besides my
column occasionally gets
double printed, causing me
to look more like a creature
out of "Aliens vs. Predators”
rather than a lowly newspa
per columnist. It made things
exciting.
On a very serious note, to
the students who took time

out to respond to my col
umns or write me personally,
it meant a lot. Whether you
wrote a friendly, apprecia
tive note or a scathing letter
telling me that I misunder
stand humanity, the fact that
you cared enough about the
things that I had to say is
inspiring. I have friends that
work at other school papers
and I know they don’t get
as much feedback as I do at
Grand Valley.
You guys are concerned
citizens and students — that
is awesome. Never stop do
ing this.
. As I pen (who says that
anymore?), correction —
type, my last few words to
you guys I hope that you re
member two things from my
columns and about opinions
in general. First, opinions are
important. Don’t disregard
them. I know we love facts
at college, but ultimately
it is with opinions that we
operate on a day to day basis.
They open the door to diver

4

sity and give us insight into
both the topic at hand and
the person discussing it.
Second, never shy away
from expressing your own
opinion, provided you have
some knowledge surround
ing the subject. There is
nothing quite as disappoint
ing than letting a moment
pass in which you desired to
speak up and couldn’t find
your voice.
It’s been four years here at
Grand Valley. I am not sure
whether I am more astound
ed that I am graduating or
that I made it to graduation
without getting a Minor in
Possession (MIP) ticket.
Regardless, I am happy to
have experienced college
at Grand Valley, and would
do it over again if I had the
chance, MIP-happy police
and all. We have it good here,
and I hope everyone can
look around and realize that.
So goodbye GVSU, I will
miss you.
ccolleran@lanthom.com
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GRADING
CONTINUED FROM A3

third reader of your port
folio.”
Royer said that from
using this type of grad
ing, his department has
learned that simply put
ting descriptions for
what constitutes each
letter grade does not cre
ate standardization. He
recommended that other
departments
looking
to reform their grading
practices should follow
the example of Writing
150 classes.
“The lesson we’ve
learned there is that hav
ing a set of guidelines that
are written out aren’t very
helpful by themselves,
unless you meet regularly

and look at those guide
lines and compare them
to a piece of student writ
ing, because otherwise
they are too abstract,” he
said. “The problem with
just having a simple set
of guidelines is their in
terpretation.”
Aboufadel also said
departments should be
having
conversations
about what it means to
give a student an “A” versus a B or C.
“I think in this depart
ment, for the most part
the answer would be con
sistent, but it would not be
universal,” he said. “But I
think if you start with that
conversation about what
people think now, and
you might discover that
there’s more uniformity

WILD

Looking to make a change: Bob Brown (on the right) speaks during a panel, organized by professor Pat Houser’s

transportation planning class to discuss how to make 48th Avenue more walkable and bikeable for students.

ii
If there was just one
standardized way of
grading...we'd lose
the richness of what
grades mean

If

NANCY GIARDINA
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT
FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

than you thought.”
The department chairs
all agreed that if the uni
versity were to create a
standardized scale across
all departments, it would

not suit all classes.
“Grades serve various
purposes,” said Robert
Hendersen, chair of the
psychology department.
“They are an assessment of
how (students) performed
in a course and what they
learned in a class. We like
the professors to teach in
different ways, in a way
they think is best.”
Giardina said each pro
fessor has a different way
of approaching grades
and a standardized scale
wouldn’t fit the needs of
each grading method.
“If there was just one
standardized way of grad
ing,” she said, “I think we’d
lose the richness of what
grades mean.”
shillenbrand(S)lanthorn.com

SENIORS
CONTINUED FROM A3

but usually about 60 to 70 per
cent actually walk.
LeaAnn Tibbe, assistant di
rector of the Office of Student
Life, said this ceremony will be
a landmark for GVSU, as it’s al
ready walking 200 more gradu
ates than last year.
This record number of stu
dents will bring the university
to about 92,100 alumni, accord
ing to numbers compiled by
Alumni Relations.
GVSU’s
commencement
ceremonies will take place in
the Van Andel Arena at 10 a.m.
and 3 p.m.
The morning event will cel
ebrate the graduates of the College
of Health Professions, the Kirkhof
College of Nursing, the Seidman
College of Business, the College

of Community and Public Ser
vice and the Seymour and Esther
Padnos College of Engineering
and Computing. GVSU will grant
honorary degrees to Snyder and
Patricia Birkholz, director of the
Michigan League of Conservation
Voters, while the Distinguished
Alumni Award will be given to
Laurie Beard, president and CEO
of Founders Bank & Trust
The afternoon ceremony will
commemorate the graduates of
the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences, the College of Educa
tion and Brooks College of Inter
disciplinary Studies. Honorary
degrees will be granted to Rothwell and GVSU alum Hubert
Massey, while music professor
Arthur Campbell will receive the
Outstanding Educator Award, i
For more information, visit
www.gvsu.edu/commencement.
news@lanthorn.com
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Congratulations Graduates!
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purchase of $30.00 or more
Dine in only
not valid on mothers day or w/
any other offer or special

EXP 5/31/13

Carrabba’s will be opening early for your
convenience on April 27th.
Reservations will be accepted between 12:00 and 4:00.
Normal call ahead seating will apply after 4:00.
Grandville 261-3020
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FORMER GVSU
WR CONTINUES TO
DRAW NFL INTEREST
During a recent ESPN
media conference call, ESPN
analyst Mel Kiper Jr. men
tioned Grand Valley State
University wide receiver
Charles Johnson as one of
the top smaller-school re
ceivers with a "draftable"
opportunity, according to
www.ESPNmediazone.com.
The first question of the con
ference call was about which
prospects from "smaller
schools" have a chance of be
ing selected in the 2013 NFL
Draft. Kiper, who was listing
players and their respec
tive institutions, mentioned
Johnson second. Johnson's
name was also mentioned
on Tuesday by Gil Brandt,
senior analyst for the NFL.
com website. Brandt tweeted"@NYJets bringing inWR
Charles Johnson (Grand Val
ley St) today. Uninvited to
combine but lots of interest.
Jets also at his Mich, work
out." The 2013 NFL Draft will
start April 25 at 8 p.m.

G L I A C

SCHEDULES
W, LACROSSE
Friday vs. Walsh 7 p.m.
Sunday at Notre Dame
(OH) 3 p.m.

M. TENNIS
Friday at GLIAC
Quarterfinals 7 p.m.
Saturday at GLIAC
Semifinals 4 p.m.
Sunday at GLIAC
Championship 9 a.m.

BASEBALL
Saturday vs. Lake Erie
1 p.m.
Saturday v.s. Lake Erie
3:30 p.m.
Sunday v.s. Lake Erie
12 p.m.

SOFTBALL
Saturday at Walsh 1 p.m.
Saturday at Walsh 3 p.m.
Sunday at Ohio Domini
can 12 p.m.
Sunday at Ohio Domincan 2 p.m.

M. GOLF
Saturday at GLIAC Spring
Invite
Sunday at GLIAC Spring
Invite

W. GOLF
Saturday at Northwood
Invite
Sunday at Northwood
Invite

TRACK
Tonight at Mt. SAC Re
lays (CA) 5 p.m.
Friday at Mt. SAC Relays
(CA) 9 a.m.
Friday at Brian Clay Invite
(CA) 11 a.m.

FI E L I)

Heavy Hearts
Track, Field program
remember victims

ish line was triggered by an
unknown assailant.
The race ended for three,
including an 8-year old
BY PETE BARROWS
child, in death and over 150
GVL STAFF WRITER
others suffered injuries as a
e all run, albeit result of the carnage.
“There is no doubt this
different
routes
and paces, as we is a senseless act that hits
so close
make our way through
the to home due to the
marathon of life. Some run fact that we runners are so
to get where they’re going, familiar with the Boston
some run to escape where Marathon and all of us have
they’ve been, some run just participated and atfended
to run. Upon the conclu so many road races over
sion of Mondays 116th an the course of our lives,” said
nual running of the Boston Grand Valley State Universi
Marathon, the race tragi ty track and field head coach
cally was cut short as an ex Jerry Baltes. “It’s just so sad
plosion placed near the fin and disheartening to know

W

that three lives have been
lost and so many others are
changed forever.”
GVSU graduates Mike
Camilleri (‘01), Karie Mc
Donald (T1), Kylen Cieslak
(T1) and Sarah Gryniewicz
(TO) all participated Mon
day and although none were
physically harmed, the im
pact inspired empathy from
runners everywhere, the
GVSU track and field pro
gram included.
“It was a tragic event that
in someway affected all of
the running community,”
said GVSU distance coach
and former professional rac
er Nick Polk. “The running

community
is a very con
nected group
of
people.
Some
of
my closest
friends were
there either
competing,
watching,
or working
at the event.”
In a sport
preoccupied
with every
fraction of a
second, the
results in
stantly lost
their signifi
cance Mon
day. Instead
of jockeying
for position,
it sufficed
to simply be
unified as a

CIESLAK

part of a larger group.
“The tragedy changed
the perspective of the event
for everyone,” Polk said.
“Whether you had a great
race or a bad race - you didn’t
feel the accomplishment of
the great race or the sort of
selfish pity that comes from
the bad race. You thought
of others and the meaning
behind why there are 27,000
other people running a mar
athon together that day.”
In the darkness of trag
edy, it’s not always easy to
spot the light of beauty. No
matter color, creed, gender,
size, background or shoe
brand preference, those that
put foot to pavement every
morning, and those that
take to the trails once every
couple of years all share a
bond.

GRYNIEWICZ
SEE HEARTS, 82
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LAKERS BATS COME ALIVE

IN A PAIR OF WINS

FORMER LAKER
THROWS NO-HITTER
IN MINOR LEAGUE
Former
Grand Valley
State
University
pitcher
Kyle Schepel showed off his
potential on Sunday, throw
ing a no-hitter in only his
second career start for the
South Bend Silver Hawks,
a Midwest League (Low-A)
affiliate of the Arizona Dia
mondbacks. Schepel was a
standout during his time at
GVSU before graduating in
2012, setting school records
for victories (31), innings
pitched (268) and strikeouts
(259). Against the Lansingi
Lugnuts, the right-handerl
from Grand Rapids, Mich.'
was one walk away from
throwing a perfect game. He
threw nine strikeouts in sev
en scoreless innings of work,
allowing no hits. Schepel
will likely start for the Silver
Hawks on Friday, when the
team will take on the West
Michigan Whitecaps at Fifth
Third Ballpark at 6:35 p.m.

A

Jesse Abel hit a ball into right
field that was dropped by a
Northwood player.
Senior closer Brad Zambron pitched a scoreless ninth
inning to end the game, push
ing the team’s record to 18-12.
“If we keep this momen
tum going we’re going to be
a tough team to beat,” said
junior catcher Taylor Banks.
“We haven’t hit the ball as
well as a team in the last few
games, but it’s a lot easier to
hit when everyone else is hit
ting. There’s a lot of energy in
the dugout.”
The energy carried over
into Wednesday’s game against •
SVSU, when the Lakers used a
six-run second inning to take
control of the game. The team
led 7-3 after two against its
cross-state rivals.
GVSU wasn’t done show
ing off its offensive firepower.
Banks blasted a leadoff
homer in the third to make it
an 8-3 ballgame, which high
lighted a big day for the Lou
isville, Ky. native. He finished
the day going 3-for-3 with
three hits, three runs and two
RBI. Junior shortstop Stuart
Eisler also went yard in the
fifth inning, scoring Banks

were able to take a good round
of batting practice which has
really carried over into the
he Grand Val
past few games. We need to
ley State Uni
versity base get onto our field and get reps.
It’s been the story of our sea
ball team found
son.”
a way to bring the
The team has cancelled
thunder during another
rain-shortened week of four games in the past week
due to inclement weather, and
spring baseball.
has practiced inside for most
After a 6-0 win
of the 2013 season.
Northwood
On Tuesday, it was the
University on Tues
day, the Grand Val lightning of senior pitcher
ley State University Anthony Campanella that
propelled the Lakers.
baseball team broke
Campanella (4-3) silenced
out with 15 hits in
the Northwood bats by giv
a 12-5 victory over
ing up only two hits over eight
Saginaw Valley State
scoreless innings of work. He
University, pushing
threw 99 pitches while strik
it’s record to 19-12
ing out six and retired 16 of
this season.
the last 17 batters he faced.
“Hitting
is
“It was nice to be able to
contagious,” said
get into a rhythm,” he said. “I
GVSU
head
was throwing all three pitches
coach Jamie
for strikes and was able to get
Detillion. “It
ahead in the count.”
After recording an RBI in
the bottom of the second to
give the team a 2-0 lead, junior
first baseman Giancarlo Brugnoni added two more when
he ripped a double down the
left field line with two outs
to put the Lakers up by five.
Brugnoni scored to make it a
6-0 game when sophomore

BY JAY BUSHEN

GVL ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

T

High-powered
bats: Infielder Jesse
Abel and the Lakers
have battled to a 19-12
record despite being
forced to practice inside
most of the time due to
the weather. The team has
used their bats over the
past few games as they
have outscored their
opponets 18-5 in their
last two games including
a 12-5 win over Saginaw
Valley State University in
which the team finished
with 15 hits. Abel is a
junior college transfer
who received a redshirt
for the 2012 season.

SEE LAKERS, B2

Teague sets the tone for the GV pitching
BY BRYCE DEROUIN
GVL SPORTS EDITOR

After three fourths of the GLIAC
baseball season, few pitchers have
been better than Grand Valley State
University’s senior pitcher Kyle
Teague.
Teague (5-0) currently ranks
third in the GLIAC in wins, and sec
ond in ERA (1.22).
“He’s turned into our number
one pitcher,” said head coach Jamie
Detillion. “He’s been dominating in
his last several performances, so I
hope he continues and finishes his
senior season strong.”
After stints at Division I Oakland
University and Valdosta State Uni
versity, Teague transferred to GVSU
to become closer to his hometown
of Oxford, MI - giving his parents a
chance to watch him pitch.
“My parents wanted to watch me
pitch, so it helped that Grand Valley
was here,” Teague said. “Plus, they
have a great reputation and track
record, so you know you’re going
somewhere where you can win right
away. That’s what I needed knowing
that I only have one year left.”
Due to NCAA transfer rules,
Teague spent the 2012 season on the

sidelines while he was redshirted.
The time off gave Teague a chance to
redefine who he was as a pitcher.
“The main thing I really worked
on, was location with all my pitches,”
Teague said. “Because before I kind
of got to be just a thrower, but now I
feel like I’m a better pitcher because
I can locate my fastball on both sides
of the plate.”
Besides having a strong repertoire
of pitches, Teague exhibits a confi
dent, calm demeanor on the mound.
His attitude is infectious and can
spread to the rest of the team.
“He just steps on the mound and
expects to win, which radiates to
his teammates behind him because
they know he’s out there to win a big
game,” Detillion said.
Besides his head coach, Teague
has also drawn the praise and recog
nition of his teammates. Including
all-time NCAA saves leader, senior
Brad Zambron.
“I’ve known Kyle since I .was 13
or 14 years old,” Zambron said. He’s
always been a good pitcher - he just
has really good stuff. I’ve watched
him throw throughout the year and
at times, he almost looks unhittable.
He just has a way to dominate hit-

The main thing I
really worked on, was
location with all my
pitches.

KYLETEAGUE
GVSU PITCHER

ters. Either a strikeout or a groundout, those are two ways to see how
you’re doing against hitters, and he
does those really well”
In six starts, Teague has pitched
37 innings and has allowed only
24 hits on the year. Opposing bat
ters have only managed to hit .186
against him and he has tallied 30
strikeouts, while only giving up five
earned runs all season.
“Its just been a little bit of a learn

ing process since I took that year off
last year,” Teague said. “It took me a
little bit to get to my rhythm. Once
I got a couple starts in, I definitely
felt a lot more confident and felt like
I had command of my fastball and
breaking ball, and I just feel like I
can throw them in .any counts when
I want to, which has contributed to
getting quick outs and going deeper
into games.”
As GVSU continues their chase
for the GLIAC title, Teague and the
rest of the GVSU pitchers plan to
play an integral part. The pitching
staff sports a 2.76 ERA, and Teague
believes he and the rest of the pitch
ers can maintain their level of play.
“I’m very confident that I can
keep it going,” Teague said. “All of
our pitchers are right now have been
having a great year. We just got to
keep working hard and staying in
the routine. Just going out there and
knowing that you’re better than the
other team and just bear down and
help the team out.”

Uaittfjorn
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GVSU DODGEBALL | COURTESY

A welcome victory: The Laker dodgeball team emerged victorious from its national championship game against Michigan State University. The team had won four straight championships
in 2007 and 2010, but had less success in the next two years. The 2013 season ended in a national title for the team, which will store its trophy among others secured by the program.

Dodgeball club defeats Michigan State to win national title
The Grand Valley State
University club dodgeball
team was founded in 2005.
The program became a dy
nasty almost immediately.
The Lakers won their
first national championship
in 2007 and kept on winciJm^iaHSp1^ f^t

beating the Dukes previ
ously in the year, the Lakers
got off to a slow start in the
match and fell 2-1. The loss
ended up being a positive
for GVSU, said assistant
captain Dylan Fettig.
“I honestly believe that
we would not have won the
championship if we would
noLJiave losto*httt»game,’

in 2010. After a two year
drought, the Lakers team
sat on top of the dodgeball
world again, bringing the
championship trophy back
to Allendale.
GVSU traveled to the
University of Kentucky last
weekend to take part in the
National Collegiate Dodge
ball Association tourna
ment. On Saturday, GVSU
took part in a round robin
series, facing off against
Northwestern State Uni
versity of Louisiana, Miami
University and James Madi
son University. The Lakers
dominated Northwestern
State and Miami, walking
off the court with 7-0 and
6-0 wins respectively.
The game against James
Madison, however, didn’t
go as smoothly. Despite

reality check arid took every
game after that a lot more
seriously.”
After their strong show
ing on Saturday, the Lakers
shifted their focus to the
elimination round on Sun
day. They rolled Bowling
Green in the first round,
taking the match easily with
a 5-0 victory. In the quarter
finals, GVSU was given ex
actly what they had hoped
for - a chance for revenge
against James Madison.
“After our loss to James
Madison, we regrouped
at a team meeting,” said
Laker captain Mark Trippiedi. “We decided to come
out with a new strategy for
the rematch and we played
lights out the rest of the
tourney.”
GVSU focused much

BY ADAM KNORR
GVL STAFF WRITER

HEARTS
CONTINUED FROM A1

; “When you watch the
video, it is amazing how
many people ran to help
and assist those in need
when they had no idea what
might happen next,” Baltes
said. “That makes me proud
to be a part of our sport
and to know that there are
so many people willing to
do good for others with no
expectation of anything in
return. We all need to look
in the mirror and ask our
selves are we willing to do
good for others no matter
what the situation. It takes
a brave person to be willing
to do so, and I like to hope
I would have been one of
those people running into
help those in need. It is so
easy as bystanders and out
siders to be angry with who
ever is responsible for this
gruesome act and rightfully
so, but as I shared with our
distance squad this morn
ing - we must all be bigger
than the coward that is be
hind this by finding ways
to do good for others when
good is not asked of us. We
all are able to do good for
others no matter what the

Fettfpaid. Ajj^ygek

situation might be. All it
takes is a little extra effort.”
GVSU will be in action
this week as the Lakers are
scheduled to participate
n multiple meets between
Thursday (Apr. 18) and Sat
urday (Apr. 20), including
the Mt. SAC Relays, Brian
Clay and Beach Invites, all
three of which will be ran
in Cal., and the A1 Owens
Classic which will be held at
the Laker Track 8c Field Sta
dium on Friday (Apr. 19).
“My challenge to my
self and all out there is to
simply do good for others
and find a way to make the
lives around all of us just a
little bit better,” Baltes said.
“As many people have said
since yesterday we cannot
live in fear or stop our lives,
but as we move forward it
is only fitting to remem
ber and honor those in the
tragedy by doing good for
others (friend or stranger)
with no expectation of any
thing in return. I just wish
it would not take tragedies
like this to bring people to
gether and to care so deeply
for others.”
pbarrows@
lanthorn.com

more on ball control in
their rematch against James
Madison, a strategy the
team does not usually em
ploy. The players responded
and executed the game plan
well. The Lakers avenged
their previous loss with a
4-1 victory to move on to
the semifinals.
GVSU
^omentum jgpfgjgjjgfc W3umph of James Madison
through the next round,
stomping the host Ken
tucky in another 4-1 vic
tory. On the opposite site of
the bracket, Michigan State
University managed to up
set Kent State, the number
one team in the tourna
ment, to set up a mitten
state matchup between the
two schools in the finals.
The sixth ranked Lakers
kept the favorite Spartans
off the scoreboard in the
championship game, win
ning the tilt 3-0 to capture
the programs fifth national
championship. The win was
especially sweet for the re
turning players who came
up short in the semifinals
last year.
“The loss last year was
very motivational,” said as
sistant captain Kenny Bacchus. “We had been looking
forward to nationals all year
and we wanted to help the
seniors to leave on a good
note.”
The Lakers received a lift
on Sunday from senior Jer
emy Stempky. Stempky was
unable to make the games
on Saturday, but proved to
be an essential piece of the
puzzle Sunday as he made
game-changing plays at vi
tal moments to help carry
the Lakers to the ultimate
prize.
“Besides last year, GVSU
has been in every champi
onship game since 2006,”
Fettig said. “We had some
thing to prove this year and
we worked hard to bring
this trophy back to Allen
dale.”

GVSU DODGEBALL | COURTESY
Final huddle: The GVSU men’s dodgeball team celebrated its chaptionship victory over

Michigan State University to take the national title. The eight-year-old team has already
secured four national titles and will add this trophy to its collection.

We decided to
come out with a
new strategy for
the rematch and
we played lights
out for the rest of
the tourney

GVSU DODGEBALL | COURTESY

MARK TRIPPIEDI

A strong finish: The GVSU men's dodgeball team

TEAM CAPTAIN

celebrates its first national championship victory since 2010
when it completed a 4-0 run.

eight hits. Zambron pitched
two scoreless innings to
secure a 12-5 victory for
GVSU.
“This is the point in the
season where we get this
thing rolling,” Campanella
said. “I think were about to
take off”

The second game against
Saginaw Valley State was
cancelled tue to the weather.
No make-up date has been
set and it is unclear if they
game will be made-up or
not.
The Lakers will return to
action at home on Saturday,

aknorr<S>lanthorn.com

LAKERS
CONTINUED FROM A1

and sophomore Mike
Nadratowski.
Junior pitcher Sean Clan
cy picked up the win (3-4),
pitching five innings while
giving up as many runs on

when they welcome Lake
Erie College to Allendale
for a doubleheader at 1 p.m.
and 3:30 p.m.
assistantsports@lanthorn.com
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Women take first, men fifth in golf meetsBY TATE BAKER
GVL STAFF WRITER

As the Grand Valley State Uni
versity men’s and women’s golf
teams approach their most impor
tant parts of the schedule, their
goal is to be playing their best.
They continued to work to
ward that after successful outings
for both golf programs this past
Monday.
The men’s golf team finished
in the top five at the Midwest
Regional tournament, while the
women went on to win the Triton
invitational, led by sophomore
Kelly Haritgan.
Hartigan continued her domi
nance by winning the tournament
by six strokes when she recorded a
147 (7), which ultimately led GVSU

to win the overall tournament by
carding a team total of 630 - 13
strokes better than second place
Northeastern State University.
“I thought we all played pretty
solid both days,” Hartigan said. “It
was important for us to play well
with conference and regionals just
around the corner.”
Junior Veronica Ryan finished
fourth overall for the tourna
ment with a final score of 157
(17). Freshman Gabrielle Shipley
joined Hartigan and Ryan in the
individual top ten with a final
score of 161 (21).
“It’s key for us to continue to
play with confidence, especially
at this time of the year,” Harti
gan said. “If we stay consistent at
practice and stay focused, then we

should be in good shape.”
The GVSU men’s golf team also
faired well, as they added another
top five finish to their resume by
finishing with a team score of
591, just 12 strokes behind tour
nament champion Missouri- St.
Louis (579).
“It was a tougher course for us,
but I think we adjusted well,” said
sophomore Jack Rider. “The first
day of play was more weather per
mitting than the second, but you
couldn’t really tell by our scores.”
Despite a rough first round of
play, Rider was able to pull things
together and shoot a second round
score of 69 (-3) - an eight-stroke
improvement from his first round.
“The second day we were out
there was definitely a positive feel-

ing for us,” Rider said. “We were
able to get a better feel for the
course and focus in more.”
The overall leader for the Lak
ers was junior Chris Cunningham,
who finished eighth in the overall
individual standings with a total
score of 144 (E).
“You know, despite a couple of
small things here and there I think
we all played well,” Cunningham
said. “We definitely have some
things to work on, but a fifth-place
finish out of 25 plus teams is some
thing we can be proud of’
Junior Joel Seigel had an impres
sive second round as well with a
score of 75 to finish out at 152 (8).
“I don’t think we have played to
our expectations yet, but we are on
our way,” Seigel said. “We have two

weekends to get things rolling, so
we will see what happens.”
The Lakers hope freshman
Nick Williams can be a consistent
fourth guy in the rotation. Wil
liams finished at 158 (14) for the
tournament.
“We are still looking for tha^
consistent fourth and fifth guy, ancj?
we have a couple of guys who hav^
the potential to step up and do
that,” Rider said.
The Laker men will next travel
to New Albany, Ohio for the GLI-I
AC Spring Invite this upcoming
weekend. The GVSU women will
have the week off until they travel
to Midland, Mich, for the North-J
wood Invitational on April 20.
tbaker@lanthorn.corr
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RECORD YEAR FOR GV CHEER SQUADS

V9V9U LHCCK |

I COT

Three cheers: The co-ed and women’s cheer teams each took home third-place trophies from nationals. This is the team’s first third-place finish in four years and the women s team s first in three years.

Both co-ed, all-girl cheerleading squads walk away from nationals with third-place trophies
\J.
BY TATE BAKER

a

GVL STAFF WRITER

When the Grand Val
ley State University co-ed
and all-girl cheerleading
teams made their way to
Daytona Beach, FI. for the
2013 Collegiate Cheer and
Dance
Championships,
they all had one common
goal in their minds.
“I try to teach the teams
that no matter what, just
do the best routine you
possibly can,” said head
coach Brandy Skantze. “If
they do that, then they can
accomplish anything.”
Despite minor struggles
during
pre-elimination
routines, the GVSU cheer
squads were able to suc
cessfully make their way to
the finals, where they both
accomplished something
that hasn’t been done.
“We didn’t do good in
pre-lims. The pyramid actu
ally fell,” said junior Mandi
Ciaramitaro. “We really
pulled together on Friday
and probably did the best
that we have ever done.”
It hasn’t been since 2009
that the GVSU co-ed cheer
team took third, and a year
later in 2010 when the all
girls team finished third as
well. This year may argu
able be the most success-

The atmosphere
really is straight
out of a cheer
movie...

W
OLIVIA OBETTS •
SOPHOMORE CHEERLEADER

ful in GVSU cheer history,
as both co-ed and all-girl
cheer squads took third this
season.
“It just means the world
to all of us apart of GVSU
cheer,” said sophomore
Olivia Obetts. “All of the
hard work we have put in
to get to this point paid off
and we really couldn’t ask
for better results.”
Some may see cheerleading as a sideshow at
GVSU athletic events, but
it shouldn’t be overlooked
for any reason. Not many
people realize the amount
of time and work that is put
in on a daily basis to per
fect a four-minute routine.

“We work all year for five
minutes. It’s kind of crazy to
think about,” Ciaramitaro
said. “It’s worth it, especial
ly when you have the results
that we have had this year.”
The atmosphere pro
vided both teams an experi
ence that they would never
forget.
Finishing third
while representing GVSU
is something that all of the
athletes proudly hang their
hats on.
“The atmosphere really
is straight out of a cheer
movie, and we really just
took advantage of the op
portunity,” Obetts said. “It
was the greatest feeling
knowing we accomplished
what we set out to do.”
This performance not
only will boost the con
fidence of all the athletes
involved in GVSU cheer,
but may also contribute to
garnering wider recogni
tion across campus.
“I’m really hoping that
this performance by both of
our cheer teams goes far in
terms of recruiting,” Skan
tze said. “I’m hoping that
we can gain interest from
people around the' GVSU
community as well, and also
support from the alumni.”
tbaker@lanthorn.com
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From Allendale to London
Chamber Orchestra students embark on weeklong UK performance tour
BV MARY MATTINGLY
GVL STAFF WRITER

or the first time, the
Grand Valley State
University Chamber
Orchestra will be going to
Ljpndon on April 29 for a
>^eeklong performance tour
across England to showcase
their hard work and collab
oration with faculty mem
bers.
i “Several of our students
h^ve never traveled outside
of the country, or even out
side of the Midwest before,”
s^id Henry Duitman, or
chestra director. “This will
be a great experience. Lon
don is an international city.”
David Osbon, professor
at the London College of
Music, invited the Chamber
Orchestra to London be
cause he was impressed with
tlje groups contributions to
the webcast “Bodies in Mo
tion” last summer. GVSU
also holds a longstanding
partnership with Kingston
University of London.
“I am looking forward
to seeing Lohdon and be
ing able to actually perform
in London,” said Jenna Leffring, GVSU sophomore
violist. “Especially because
I am able to perform with
such an excellent group of
college students and awe
some professors.”
Preparation has been a
yearlong process for the en
semble, which rehearses ev
ery Monday and Wednesday
evening, along with some
outside extra practices. The
group also had a few extra

performance opportunities
to prepare for the tour, be
cause all of the music for it
they have performed before.
“Duitman was smart
about learning the program
gradually,” said Pablo Mahave-Veglia, a featured so
loist on the tour and GVSU
assistant professor of mu
sic. “The students have had
chances to perform the piec
es in all different settings.”
Before heading to Lon
don, the group will play a
free Sendoff Concert on
April 28 at 3 p.m. at the Park
Street Church in Grand
Rapids. And on April 29,
as the ensemble departs for
Detroit Metropolitan Air
port, they will stop at Lowell
High School to give a per
formance.
Once in London, mem
bers face a hefty perfor
mance schedule. During
the weeklong trip, the group
will perform at the London
College of Music, Kingston
University and as a part of
the Notting Hill Chamber
Music Series at St. Johns
Church in Nottingshire.
“The program is all over
the place,” Duitman said. “I
wanted to get some British
composers, one American
composer. Pieces that would
feature (Pablo).”
The program features
pieces by British composers
William Boyce and Hubert
Parry, along with pieces by
a Swedish composer, an
American composer and a
Chilean composer.
Besides being a perfor

HENRY DUITMAN | COURTESY

London Calling: Invited by David Osbon, a professor at the London College of Music, the GV Chamber Orchestra
students leave April 29, along with several faculty members to perform on an extensive weeklong tour of London.

mance opportunity for stu
dents, the tour also highlights
research GVSU faculty has
done. Mahave-Veglia spe
cializes in contemporary
Latin American composers
and the performance prac
tices of older music, such as
the Baroque era. One com
poser that Mahave-Veglia
has studied and will be per
forming is classical era cel
list Luigi Boccherini.
“The notation isn’t very
specific,”
Mahave-Veglia
said. “The piece is very
repetitious and Boccherini

used shorthand symbols to
imply improvisation on the
performers part. Over the
years, how this notation was
realized has been lost.”
Mahave-Veglia will also
be playing a contemporary
piece along with the ensem
ble. Composed by Andres
Alcalde, he studied the piece
while writing the dissertation
for his doctorates degree.
“Its a ferociously difficult
piece for cello,” Mahave-Veg
lia said. “The ensemble has
put at least 20 to 30 hours in
for a three minute piece.”

The tour provides stu
dents with the chance to
perform in an international
setting, while showcasing
Mahave-Veglia’s research.
By performing the program
several times, the ensemble
will be able to further ex
plore it. Normally, students
only prepare music for a sin
gle concert, then move on to
a different program.
“I get to do something
(students) don’t - play a piece
more than once,” MahaveVeglia said. “It is such a huge
part of the performance life.

The students will learn the
proficiency of performing a
piece more than once, taking
it to the next level.”
The tour is also a chance
to show international audi
ences what the music de
partment at GVSU has been
working on.
“This is a fully student
ensemble with an aspect of
collaboration with faculty,”
Mahave-Veglia said. “We
will get to show off to differ
ent audiences the work we
do (at GVSU).”
mmattingly@lanthom.com

fishladder unveils 2013 literarary magazine
BY STACY SABAITIS
GVL STAFF WRITER
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Kat
ryn Willis,
a senior at
Grand Val
ley
State
University
and editorin-chief of
fishladder,
WILLIS
has been
on the staff
of the student literary maga
zine since her freshman year.
And even though she will
be leaving, Willis knows the
magazine will continue to
move in a positive direction.
The tenth edition of the
student-produced journal
was revealed during a read
ing and reception Friday
night in Lake Ontario Hall.
Attendees mingled, enjoyed
appetizers and listened to
readings by students who

have work published in the
2013 edition.
“It’s gonna be really bit-.
tersweet to open the box
and say goodbye because I,
I really love fishladder, I re
ally love it, and I know its
in good hands,” Willis said.
“I know it’s in good hands.
We’ve made a lot of changes
this year, which the adapta
tions, they’ll, like, they’ll only
get better with time. They
will only be more and more
perfected as the years go by:”
This year, the staff worked
on condensing the journal’s
three websites into only two,
created the first fishladder
t-shirts, supported the Writ
ing Across Campus event,
and joined social media with
a Facebook page.
Attendees waited, eagerly
anticipating the final prod
uct’s reveal. Even Willis said
she was excited to see the

final product, even though
she knew what it was going
to look like.
“I mean, finally getting to
touch the magazine when it
comes out of the box...I of
course, I know what’s in it,
I’ve seen the cover, it’s not
gonna be a surprise—but
every other year it’s been a
surprise, so that’s gonna be
the best part,” Willis said.
Working on the magazine
for four years, Willis said it
has given her the skills she
needs for graduate school
and for a future career.
“Having the opportunity
to work on a publication
and getting involved in the
editing process, I saw it as a
really great opportunity to
learn more...I guess I wasn’t
really thinking about being
more marketable for gradu
ate schools at the time, it was
just something really cool to

do,” she said.
Each 'fall, fishladder re
ceive# submissionsin catego
ries including fiction, non
fiction, poetry, photographs
and art pieces. Staff readers
and section editors then de
cide what pieces are the best
for the new publication.
Caitlin Horrocks, associ
ate professor of writing and
faculty adviser for the maga
zine, encourages students to
submit every year, even if
their piece isn’t picked. Stu
dents shouldn’t be discour
aged if their work doesn’t
make it into the magazine,
she said.
“We want everyone to
submit, and we really enjoy
reading everybody’s work,
but we’re not able to publish
everything,” Horrocks said.
While some students are
hesitant to submit, Horrocks
said rejection is normal for

a writer.
“Plenty of the people wtio
are published in the maga*»
zine have ’ submitted other
pieces that were not accept
ed and that is really part of
life for any writer,” Horrocks
said. “You revise a piece, you
polish it, you send it out, you
might hear yes, you might
hear no, but sometimes you
can learn from the no, too,
and that may help you go
back to the piece and make
changes.”
During the unveiling,
Erin Cole read her fiction
piece, whicli was published
in the new edition. This year
was her first time submit
ting, and she encourages ev
eryone to participate in the
student publication.
“Well, obviously it’s good
to try things on campus and
support campus publica
tions, but also it’s just im

portant to reach out and try
new things,” Cole said. “If
you’re gonna be a writer, you
need to submit.”
Even if a student’s piece
doesn’t make it into the
magazine, Willis said it isn’t
because their work is bad.
“Grand Valley has an
amazing talent pool, and it’s
phenomenal that it is so dif
ficult to choose what goes in
the magazine. That’s some
thing that I really love about
it, like you can’t go wrong,
you just can’t,” Willis said.
Copies of fishladder 2013
are free and can be picked
up in the writing depart
ment office inside Lake On
tario Hall or at Campus Life
Night next fall. For submis
sion and staff position infor
mation for next year, go to
www.facebook.com/fishladder. magazine.
ssabaitis@lanthorn.com

Seniors showcase photos
BY STEPHANIE ALLEN
GVL A&E EDITOR

The Grand Valley State
University senior photogra
phy students aren’t required
to show their work in the
thesis exhibit before gradu
ating. If their projects aren’t
fully developed, or ready to
be displayed, they won’t even
be allowed'to participate in
the showcase.
This year, all 13 graduat
ing seniors are showing their
work in the exhibit, “ballads
of light,” which is on display
in the Art Gallery inside the
Performing Arts Center un
til April 27.
The reception on April 18
from 5-7 p.m. gives viewers a
chance to purchase some of
the artwork, while also dis
cussing with the artists.
The group chose “bal
lads of light” to illustrate
the parallels between mu
sic and their different skills
and styles as artists, Senior
Stephanie Olach said. Where
music is like painting with
sounds, photography is more
like painting with light, she
said.

“We’re creating a me
dium, and we’re creating a
ballad of sorts,” Olach said.
“We’re telling a story, where
music is done without words

kk
We're telling a sto
ry, where music is
done without words
and with sounds,
we're doing it with
images...

STEPHANIE OLACH
SENIOR PHOTOGRAPHY MAJOR

and with sounds, we’re doing
it with images and emotions
that are evoked from those

images.”
Fitting all of their proj
ects into one space was a re
arranging challenge, senior
Ashley Umstead said, but
they are all happy with how
the exhibit has turned out.
“It was really cool to see it
all come together,” Umstead
said. “Like at the beginning,
it was kind of chaotic, like, *1
don’t know what I’m doing,’
but once we had some direc
tion of what we were doing
and it all came together, it
was really cool to see every
thing as a whole.”
Although Umstead didn’t
actually start working on the
physical prints for her piece
until this semester, she’s been
thinking of the idea for a
while. As a GVSU photogra
phy student, all seniors must
create a thesis project of their
work, which Umstead said
was in the back of her mind
since starting the program as
a freshman.
Along with finishing up
their individual pieces this
semester, the 13 students
had to plan the entire exhib
it. The class, which is advised

ROBERT MATHEWS | GVL

Capturing a moment: Andrea Baker works with Professor David Rathbun on her senior project.

by Victoria Veenstra, worked
well together, Umstead said.
“We basically started and
we were kind of just a ran
dom group of artists and we
all had our different proj
ects that we were doing and
I guess, at the beginning we
didn’t really know what it
was going to look like, and it
was a little challenging,” Um

stead said. “...And it actually
worked out really well.”
And although they’ve
put countless hours of work
into creating an exhibit with
a professional feel, Olach
said the end is bittersweet.
But she is excited to see the
viewer’s reactions to their
pieces and said she’s proud
to be showing next to very

talented artists.
“I am really happy with
the way my personal work
looks, but I’m also really ex
cited about everyone else’s,”
she said. “I think collectively,
it is a great work and a great
piece to show. And I can’t
wait to see the reaction of it
opening night.”
arts @lanthorn.com
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New venue opens to support India
The new coffee shop will host concerts and donate all profits for building orphanages
#

BY STEPHANIE ALLEN
GVL A&E EDITOR

Watch out Grand Rapids,
there is a new music venue
in West Michigan. And
with an Allendale location,
it’s only a few minutes away
from Grand Valley State
University’s campus, which
is perfect for targeting its
main audience - students.
The Yellow Box, located
at 6375 Winans St., opened
as a cafe and music venue in
January and has since start
ed booking local artists to
perform in the intimate set
ting. Previous performances
include, Alex and The Brave,
and Jake Down and the
Midwest Mess, with future
shows booked into July, in
cluding Ihe Brilliance Mu
sic, and Soil and the Sun.
Not being used, the Yellow
Box was given to Wellspring
Church, which then raised
money for renovations and
remodeling to turn the build
ing into a coffee shop venue.
Because the building is debtfree, it operates in a complete
ly self-sufficient manor, while
raising money for the church’s
missions in building orphan
ages in India, said booking
manager, Matt Everitt.
“Funding from it comes
within it’s own operations,”
he said. “When we bring in a
band that costs money, we just
charge for the ticket prices for
that day, and once we meet
that price, anything above that
goes towards the mission.”
All of the baristas and
servers work on a volunteer
basis, which Everitt said al

lows for every profit over
production costs to be do*
nated to their mission.
Since opening in the
middle of January, the cafe,
officially named the Yel
low Bicycle Cafe, has raised
about $300 a month in cof
fee profits, Everitt said. Af
ter paying booking fees and
selling tickets, the venue has
raised about $500 in profits
to be donated, he said.
So far, Everitt said the 200
maximum occupancy venue
has had somewhat low at
tendance, with an average of
about 20 people per show and
the largest of about 100 peo
ple. But many of the artists
have been begging him to let
them perform there again.
“(Artists) love the venue
because it’s more designed to
be a comfortable place and
they love playing it because
it’s a great atmosphere,” he
said. “The people go there
because they genuinely love
the music and there’s just a
really good vibe going on.
Even when we’ve had low
attendance, we’ve had bands
come saying, ‘Please have us
back, we love playing here.’
They love it.”
He said many bands are ex
cited and willing to cut them a
break on booking costs to help
support their mission. Having
local artists interested in help
ing is what Everitt said will be
the key to making the Yellow
Box grow into the community
he sees it becoming.
“The musicans we bring in,
we bring them in because we
love their music, and so, we’re

«

THe YELLOW BUCYCLE CAFE | COURTESY '

A new destination: Members of the local band Lower Class Saints performed recently at the newly opened Yellow Bicycle Cafe. **

making relationships with
the musicians,” he said. “Any
band that comes in to play,
because we can’t pay them,
we offer them a free recording
session with a video and we
post it online, and that’s been
getting a lot of positive feed
back, and building the sense
of unity with the musicians
that play there.”
Danielle Poll, a GVSU
student and barista at the
cafe, has been volunteering
her time as a way to help
out, while being a smiling
face for people who might

not typically enjoy the cof
fee shop style atmosphere,
she said. She encourages
students to check out the
venue, and hopes it will con
tinue to grow.
“It is gorgeous in there,
for one, it’s not like anything
you’d see in other places be
cause our pastor actually
helped decorate and pick out
a lot of the different stuff, and
we’ve had a huge team of vol
unteers creating this place,”
Poll said. “But it’s pretty cool
that there’s this venue right
here in Allendale because

it’s a lot closer to Grand Val
ley’s campus then Grand
Rapids, or Holland. Like, it’s
something that’s right here,
right around the corner from
campus that you can go and
enjoy different bands.”
The Allendale location is
a “God’s send,” Everitt said.
Although most of their ad
vertising has been through
social- media and word-ofmouth, attendance is starting
increase, he said, and bands
are asking to perform.
“I would love to see it just
be a community or collec-

v
tive, or whatever you want *
to call it, where all these dif
ferent genres of musicians"
come in, hang out, support ■
each other’s music and have"
a place to express their art,”"
Everitt said. “And nothingwould make me happierthan to see a comfortable atmosphere where musicians
can come in and share what
they love to do.”
For a schedule of upcom- **
ing shows, or information*
the Yellow Box missions, go -»
to www.theyellowbox.org. -»
arts glanthorn.com .

Senior exhibit illustrates stories of creativity, imagination
BY SHELBY PENDOWSKI

ing stories, with Fritz show
ing the story that her young
Childhood slowly falls er brother tells her, and Truss
through the fingers of a col-" telling the story“ df 'W Jazz
lege student as they grow up, player who created himsdf.
“The background to my
becoming a memory as their
wild ideas and imagination piece is how when you get
older you lose your creativ
are washed away.
Grand Valley State Uni ity, and how I feel like I have,
versity senior and illustra like, even though I am an art
tion major Danielle Fritz student, I feel like I have lost
drew inspiration from her creativity as I have gotten
four-year-old brother’s wild older,” Fritz said. “I have a
imagination to create her fi little brother who hasn’t lost
it yet and he comes up with
nal showcase.
Fritz paired up with her these crazy ideas that I never
roommate, senior illustra would have thought of.”
Being close friends and liv
tion major Mark Truss, for
their exhibit “Figments and ing together has helped Fritz
Fortes,” which runs in- the and Truss through the process
Padnos Gallery inside the of creating their show.
“It is really nice having a
Calder Art Center until April
18. The reception on April 18 partner that is very adamant
from 5-7 p.m. gives viewers and on task as far as maintain
a chance to meet the artists professionalism, because I
tend to be more laid back and
and hear about their pieces.
Both seniors are illustrat casual about this type of situ
GVL STAFF WRITER

DANIELLE FRITZ | COURTESY

One last show: Danielle Fritz and Mark Truss set up for their exhibit which will be on display in

ation,” Truss said. “I tend to
have a cool head, where as my
partner is very much moreurgent and task oriented, but
we hau/lg»od balance.”
Sharing an apartment1
has given them more time**
to talk about their separate*
pieces of work, and helped *
them develop as artists.
Working together has**
help to evolve the seniors’ *
works as well.
“(Mark) has been helping *
me a lot with prospective *
and stuff and we help each *
other out,” Fritz said.
They have been working all semester, up until the last
minute, on putting together
their senior showcase. Fritz
said she is looking forward
to showing off their hard
work, and seeing what their
peers think.
spendowski@ •
lanthorn.com.

Padnos. The reception will be April 18 from 5-7 p m to give viewers a chance to meet the artists.
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om Allendale to London
Chamber Orchestra students embark on weeklong UK performance tour
BY MARY MATTINGLY
gVl staff writer

or the first time, the
Grand Valley State
University Chamber
Orchestra will be going to
London on April 29 for a
vtfeeklong performance tour
across England to showcase
their hard work and collab
oration with faculty mem
bers.
I “Several of our students
hjve never traveled outside
of the country, or even out
side of the Midwest before,”
s^id Henry Duitman, or
chestra director. “This will
be a great experience. Lon
don is an international city.”
David Osbon, professor
at the London College of
Music, invited the Chamber
Orchestra to London be
cause he was impressed with
tl}e groups contributions to
the webcast “Bodies in Mo
tion” last summer. GVSU
also holds a longstanding
partnership with Kingston
University of London.
“I am looking forward
to seeing Lohdon and be
ing able to actually perform
in London,” said Jenna Leffring, GVSU sophomore
violist. “Especially because
I am able to perform with
such an excellent group of
college students and awe
some professors.”
Preparation has been a
yearlong process for the en
semble, which rehearses ev
ery Monday and Wednesday
evening, along with some
outside extra practices. The
group also had a few extra

performance opportunities
to prepare for the tour, be
cause all of the music for it
they have performed before.
“Duitman was smart
about learning the program
gradually,” said Pablo Mahave-Veglia, a featured so
loist on the tour and GVSU
assistant professor of mu
sic. “The students have had
chances to perform the piec
es in all different settings.”
Before heading to Lon
don, the group will play a
free Sendoff Concert on
April 28 at 3 p.m. at the Park
Street Church in Grand
Rapids. And on April 29,
as the ensemble departs for
Detroit Metropolitan Air
port, they will stop at Lowell
High School to give a per
formance.
Once in London, mem
bers face a hefty perfor
mance schedule. During
the weeklong trip, the group
will perform at the London
College of Music, Kingston
University and as a part of
the Notting Hill Chamber
Music Series at St. Johns
Church in Nottingshire.
“The program is all over
the place,” Duitman said. “I
wanted to get some British
composers, one American
composer. Pieces that would
feature (Pablo).”
The program features
pieces by British composers
William Boyce and Hubert
Parry, along with pieces by
a Swedish composer, an
American composer and a
Chilean composer.
Besides being a perfor
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London Calling: Invited by David Osbon, a professor at the London College of Music, the GV Chamber Orchestra
students leave April 29, along with several faculty members to perform on an extensive weeklong tour of London.

mance opportunity for stu
dents, the tour also highlights
research GVSU faculty has
done. Mahave-Veglia spe
cializes in contemporary
Latin American composers
and the performance prac
tices of older music, such as
the Baroque era. One com
poser that Mahave-Veglia
has studied and will be per
forming is classical era cel
list Luigi Boccherini.
“The notation isn’t very
specific,”
Mahave-Veglia
said. “The piece is very
repetitious and Boccherini

used shorthand symbols to
imply improvisation on the
performers part. Over the
years, how this notation was
realized has been lost.”
Mahave-Veglia will also
be playing a contemporary
piece along with the ensem
ble. Composed by Andres
Alcalde, he studied the piece
while writing the dissertation
for his doctorates degree.
“Its a ferociously difficult
piece for cello,” Mahave-Veg
lia said. “The ensemble has
put at least 20 to 30 hours in
for a three minute piece.”

The tour provides stu
dents with the chance to
perform in an international
setting, while showcasing
Mahave-Veglia’s research.
By performing the program
several times, the ensemble
will be able to further ex
plore it. Normally, students
only prepare music for a sin
gle concert, then move on to
a different program.
“I get to do something
(students) don’t - play a piece
more than once,” MahaveVeglia said. “It is such a huge
part of the performance life.

The students will learn the
proficiency of performing a
piece more than once, taking
it to the next level.”
The tour is also a chance
to show international audi
ences what the music de
partment at GVSU has been
working on.
“This is a fully student
ensemble with an aspect of
collaboration with faculty,”
Mahave-Veglia said. “We
will get to show off to differ
ent audiences the work we
do (at GVSU).”
mmatti ngly@lanthom.com

fishladder unveils 2013 literarary magazine
BY STACY SABAITIS
GVL STAFF WR
jl

Mi-Mi

K»* So

ryn Willis,
a senior at
Grand Val
ley
State
University
and editorin-chief of
fishladder,
WILLIS
has been
on the staff
of the student literary maga
zine since her freshman year.
And even though she will
be leaving, Willis knows the
magazine will continue to
move in a positive direction.
The tenth edition of the
student-produced journal
was revealed during a read
ing and reception Friday
night in Lake Ontario Hall.
Attendees mingled, enjoyed
appetizers and listened to
readings by students who

have work published in the
2013 edition.
«.
•< .
“It’s gonna be really bit
tersweet to open the box
and say goodbye because I,
I really love fishladder, I re
ally love it, and I know it’s
in good hands,” Willis said.
“I know its in good hands.
We’ve made a lot of changes
this year, which the adapta
tions, they’ll, like, they’ll only
get better with time. They
will only be more and more
perfected as the years go by”
This year, the staff worked
on condensing the journal’s
three websites into only two,
created the first fishladder
t-shirts, supported the Writ
ing Across Campus event,
and joined social media with
a Facebook page.
Attendees waited, eagerly
anticipating the final prod
uct’s reveal. Even Willis said
she was excited to see the

final product, even though
she knew what it was going
to look like.
“I mean, finally getting to
touch the magazine when it
comes out of the box...I of
course, I know what’s in it,
I’ve seen the cover, it’s not
gonna be a surprise—but
every other year it’s been a
surprise, so that’s gonna be
the best part,” Willis said.
Working on the magazine
for four years, Willis said it
has given her the skills she
needs for graduate school
and for a future career.
“Having the opportunity
to work on a publication
and getting involved in the
editing process, I saw it as a
really great opportunity to
learn more...I guess I wasn’t
really thinking about being
more marketable for gradu
ate schools at the time, it was
just something really cool to

do,” she said.
Each -fell, • fishladder re
ceive® submissions^ catego
ries including fiction, non
fiction, poetry, photographs
and art pieces. Staff readers
and section editors then de
cide what pieces are the best
for the new publication.
Caitlin Horrocks, associ
ate professor of writing and
faculty adviser for the maga
zine, encourages students to
submit every year, even if
their piece isn’t picked. Stu
dents shouldn’t be discour
aged if their work doesn’t
make it into the magazine,
she said.
“We want everyone to
submit, and we really enjoy
reading everybody’s work,
but we’re not able to publish
everything,” Horrocks said.
While some students are
hesitant to submit, Horrocks
said rejection is normal for

a writer.
“Plenty of the people wfro
are published in the magam
zine have ’ submitted other
pieces that were not accept
ed and that is really part of
life for any writer,” Horrocks
said. “You revise a piece, you
polish it, you send it out, you
might hear yes, you might
hear no, but sometimes you
can learn from the no, too,
and that may help you go
back to the piece and make
changes.”
During the unveiling,
Erin Cole read her fiction
piece, which was published
in the new edition. This year
was her first time submit
ting, and she encourages ev
eryone to participate in the
student publication.
“Well, obviously it’s good
to try things on campus and
support campus publica
tions, but also it’s just im

portant to reach out and try
new things,” Cole said. “If
you’re gonna be a writer, you
need to submit.”
Even if a students piece
doesn’t make it into the
magazine, Willis said it isn’t
because their work is bad.
“Grand Valley has an
amazing talent pool, and it’s
phenomenal that it is so dif
ficult to choose what goes in
the magazine. That’s some
thing that I really love about
it, like you can’t go wrong,
you just can’t,” Willis said.
Copies of fishladder 2013
are free and can be picked
up in the writing depart
ment office inside Lake On
tario Hall or at Campus Life
Night next fall. For submis
sion and staff position infor
mation for next year, go to
www.facebook.com/fishladder.magazine.
ssabaitis@lanthorn.com

Seniors showcase photos
BY STEPHANIE ALLEN
GVL A&E EDITOR

The Grand Valley State
University senior photogra
phy students aren’t required
to show their work in the
thesis exhibit before gradu
ating. If their projects aren’t
fully developed, or ready to
be displayed, they won’t even
be allowed-to participate in
the showcase.
This year, all 13 graduat
ing seniors are showing their
work in the exhibit, “ballads
of light,” which is on display
in the Art Gallery inside the
Performing Arts Center un
til April 27.
The reception on April 18
from 5-7 p.m. gives viewers a
chance to purchase some of
the artwork, while also dis
cussing with the artists.
The group chose “bal
lads of light” to illustrate
the parallels between mu
sic and their different skills
and styles as artists, Senior
Stephanie Olach said. Where
music is like painting with
sounds, photography is more
like painting with light, she
said.

“We’re creating a me
dium, and we’re creating a
ballad of sorts,” Olach said.
“We’re telling a story, where
music is done without words
a

We're telling a sto
ry, where music is
done without words
and with sounds,
we're doing it with
images...

STEPHANIE OLACH
SENIOR PHOTOGRAPHY MAJOR

and with sounds, were doing
it with images and emotions
that are evoked from those

images.”
Fitting all of their proj
ects into one space was a re
arranging challenge, senior
Ashley Umstead said, but
they are all happy with how
the exhibit has turned out.
“It was really cool to see it
all come together,” Umstead
said. “Like at the beginning,
it was kind of chaotic Jike, ‘I
don’t know what I’m doing,’
but once we had some direc
tion of what we were doing
and it all came together, it
was really cool to see every
thing as a whole.”
Although Umstead didn’t
actually start working on the
physical prints for her piece
until this semester, she’s been
thinking of the idea for a
while. As a GVSU photogra
phy student, all seniors must
create a thesis project of their
work, which Umstead said
was in the back of her mind
since starting the program as
a freshman.
Along with finishing up
their individual pieces this
semester, the 13 students
had to plan the entire exhib
it. The class, which is advised
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Capturing a moment Andrea Baker works with Professor David Rathbun on her senior project.

by Victoria Veenstra, worked
well together, Umstead said.
“We basically started and
we were kind of just a ran
dom group of artists and we
all had our different proj
ects that we were doing and
I guess, at the beginning we
didn’t really know what it
was going to look like, and it
was a little challenging.” Um

stead said. “...And it actually
worked out really well.”
And although they’ve
put countless hours of work
into creating an exhibit with
a professional feel, Olach
said the end is bittersweet.
But she is excited to see the
viewers reactions to their
pieces and said she’s proud
to be showing next to very

talented artists.
“I am really happy with
the way my personal work
looks, but I’m also really ex
cited about everyone else’s,”
she said. “I think collectively,
it is a great work and a great
piece to show. And I can’t
wait to see the reaction of it
opening night.”
arts @>lanthorn.com
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New venue opens to support India
The new coffee shop will host concerts and donate all profits for building orphanages
BY STEPHANIE ALLEN

lows for every profit over
production costs to be do
nated to their mission.
Since opening in the
middle of January, the cafr,
officially named the Yel
low Bicycle Cafe, has raised
about $300 a month in cof
fee profits, Everitt said. Af
ter paying booking fees and
selling tickets, the venue has
raised about $500 in profits
to be donated, he said.
So far, Everitt said the 200
maximum occupancy venue
has had somewhat low at
tendance, with an average of
about 20 people per show and
the largest of about 100 peo
ple. But many of the artists
have been begging him to let
them perform there again.
“(Artists) love the venue
because it’s more designed to
be a comfortable place and
they love playing it because
it’s a great atmosphere,” he
said. “The people go there
because they genuinely love
the music and there’s just a
really good vibe going on.
Even when we’ve had low
attendance, we’ve had bands
come saying, ‘Please have us
back, we love playing here.’
They love it.”
He said many bands are ex
cited and willing to cut them a
break on booking costs to help
support their mission. Having
local artists interested in help
ing is what Everitt said will be
the key to making the Yellow
Box grow into the community
he sees it becoming.
“The musicans we bring in,
we bring them in because we
love their music, and so, we’re

GVL A&E EDITOR

Watch out Grand Rapids,
there is a new music venue
in West Michigan. And
with an Allendale location,
it’s only a few minutes away
from Grand Valley State
University’s campus, which
is perfect for targeting its
main audience - students.
The Yellow Box, located
at 6375 Winans St., opened
as a cafe and music venue in
January and has since start
ed booking local artists to
perform in the intimate set
ting. Previous performances
include, Alex and The Brave,
and Jake Down and the
Midwest Mess, with future
shows booked into July, in
cluding The Brilliance Mu
sic, and Soil and the Sun.
Not being used, the Yellow
Box was given to Wellspring
Church, which then raised
money for renovations and
remodeling to turn the build
ing into a coffee shop venue.
Because the building is debtfree, it operates in a complete
ly self-sufficient manor, while
raising money for the church’s
missions in building orphan
ages in India, said booking
manager, Matt Everitt.
“Funding from it comes
within it’s own operations,”
he said. “When we bring in a
band that costs money, we just
charge for the ticket prices for
that day, and once we meet
that price, anything above that
goes towards the mission.”
All of the baristas and
servers work on a volunteer
basis, which Everitt said al

THe YELLOW BUCYCLE CAFE | COURTESY '

A new destination: Members of the local band Lower Class Saints performed recently at the newly opened Yellow Bicycle Cafe. **

making relationships with
the musicians,” he said. “Any
band that comes in to play,
because we can’t pay them,
we offer them a free recording
session with a video and we
post it online, and that’s been
getting & lot of positive feed
back, and building the sense
of unity with the musicians
that play there.”
Danielle Poll, a GVSU
student and barista at the
cafe, has been volunteering
her time as a way to help
out, while being a smiling
face for people who might

not typically enjoy the cof
fee shop style atmosphere,
she said. She encourages
students to check out the
venue, and hopes it will con
tinue to grow.
“It is gorgeous in there,
for one, its not like anything
youd see in other places be
cause our pastor actually
helped decorate and pick out
a lot of the different stuff, and
we’ve had a huge team of vol
unteers creating this place,”
Poll said. “But it’s pretty cool
that there’s this venue right
here in Allendale because

it’s a lot closer to Grand Val
ley’s campus then Grand
Rapids, or Holland. Like, it’s
something that’s right here,
right around the corner from
campus that you can go and
enjoy different bands.”
The Allendale location is
a “God’s send,” Everitt said.
Although most of their ad
vertising has been through
social media and word-ofmouth, attendance is starting
increase, he said, and bands
are asking to perform.
“I would love to see it just
be a community or collec-

v
tive, or whatever you want *
to call it, where all these dif
ferent genres of musicians"
come in, hang out, support**
each other’s music and have**
a place to express their art,” '*
Everitt said. “And nothingwould make me happier *
than to see a comfortable at-mosphere where musicians
can come in and share what'
they love to do.”
For a schedule of upcom- y
ing shows, or information'
the Yellow Box missions, go -»
to www.theyellowbox.org. ->
arts@lanthorn.com >

Senior exhibit illustrates stories of creativity, imagination
BY SHELBY PENDOWSKI

ing stories, with Fritz show
ing the story that her young
Childhood slowly falls er brother tells her, and Truss
through" the fingers of a col- " telling the story*'6f “Ay jazz
lege student as they grow up, placer who created himself.
“The background to my
becoming a memory as their
wild ideas and imagination piece is how when you get
older you lose your creativ
are washed away.
Grand Valley State Uni ity, and how I feel like I have,
versity senior and illustra like, even though I am an art
tion major Danielle Fritz student, I feel like I have lost
drew inspiration from her creativity as I have gotten
four-year-old brother’s wild older,” Fritz said. “I have a
imagination to create her fi little brother who hasn’t lost
it yet and he comes up with
nal showcase.
Fritz paired up with her these crazy ideas that I never
roommate, senior illustra would have thought of.”
Being close friends and liv
tion major Mark Truss, for
ing
together has helped Fritz
their exhibit “Figments and
Fortes,” which runs in- the and Truss through the process
Padnos Gallery inside the of creating their show.
“It is really nice having a
Calder Art Center until April
18. The reception on April 18 partner that is very adamant
from 5-7 p.m. gives viewers and on task as far as maintain
a chance to meet the artists professionalism, because I
tend to be more laid back and
and hear about their pieces.
Both seniors are illustrat casual about this type of situ
GVL STAFF WRITER
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One last show: Danielle Fritz and Mark Truss set up for their exhibit which will be on display in

ation,” Truss said. “I tend to
have a cool head, where as my
partner is very much moreurgent and task oriented, but
we haw/fcgeod balartce.”
Sharing an apartment *
has given them more time**
to talk about their separate -;
pieces of work, and helped *
them develop as artists.
Working together has help to evolve the seniors’ *
works as well.
“(Mark) has been helping *
me a lot with prospective '
and stuff and we help each j
other out,” Fritz said.
They have been working *
all semester, up until the last •
minute, on putting together *
their senior showcase. Fritz
said she is looking forward
to showing off their hard work, and seeing what their
peers think.
spendowski@ *
lanthorn.com .

Padnos. The reception will be April 18 from 5-7 p.m to give viewers a chance to meet the artists.
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MARKETPLACE
D.A. Blodgett Services for
Children and Families
Social Worker
American Seating Company
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Marketing Specialist, Event Search Job ID: 15571133
Planning & Communications
Apply By: April 30, 2013
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
For More information visit
Search Job ID: 15571162
www. gvsu. edu/lakerjobs
Apply By: April 26, 2013
For More information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
Headed back to the Grosse
Pointe area this summer?
Cascade Engineering
Want to work outside? We
Project Engineer
are looking for student paint
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
ers. 40 hours per week.
Search Job ID: 15571193
$8.50 per hour. Bonus based
Apply By: May 5, 2013
on work completed. Email
For More information visit William to apply at
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
willcall@umich.edu

Employment

Housing
Fall 2013 need someone to
take over my lease for Hillcrest! I will be transferring
schools, therefore no longer
need the apartment. You will
be living with 3 female very
awesome very chill romates.
Contact me via email maxwelsh@mail.gvsu.edu or
call/text 810-712-1392 for
more information and to
come check it out!

Live the lifestyle at Loft 45
Apartments in Allendale.
Check out our move in spe
cials at
Need a summer job? Home myloft45.com or call Rachel
Cascade Engineering, Inc.
City
Ice is offering flexible at
Project Coordinator
hours and grat pay! $8-$14 616-895-2500.
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
an hour for production and
Search Job ID: 15570786
delivery jobs available in
Apply By: April 21,2013
Rapids.
Call Internships
For More information visit Grand
1-800-720-3777 for more
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
info!
West Michigan Refugee Edu

FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY
AND STAFF some restrictions apply
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES CALL 616-331-2460
classifieds@lanthorn.com

Family Futures
Special Events and Fund De
velopment Inter
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Keyword Search: 15570932
Apply By: April 27, 2013
For More information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs

Subleaser Needed! Mystic
Woods. Summer (May-Aug).
Northwestern Mutual Finan
4 bed. 4 1/2 bath. 3 other
cial Network
male
roommates.
Top Ten Internship with For
$415/month. Plus utilities.
tune 500 Company
Willing to negotiate. Contact
Search Job ID: 15570862
swartoue@mail.gvsu.edu for
Location: Grand Blanc, Ml
more info.
Apply By: May 31,2013
For More information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
Two Roommates Needed! 2
bed/ 2 and a half bath. Cam
pus West. May 2013. Fur
Roommates
nished. Private bath. Walk
around closet. Contact Myles
1 Female subleaser needed at 773-946-095 for more info.
in 4bed/4bath Copper Beech
Townhome for 2013-2014
school year. Lease is Aug
2013-Aug 2014. Please con
tact
ahne@mail.gvsu.edu for
more inf.

cation and Cultural Center
Peer Support Group Facilita
The Bank of Holland
tion Intern
Professional Development
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Program
Search
Job ID: 15571002
Locations: Western & North
Apply
By:
June 30, 2013
Looking for 2 subleasers for
ern Michigan
For More information visit summer (May-July) for a 2
Search Job ID: 15560592
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
bed/1 bath apartment in
Apply By: June 30, 2013
Campus West. $300/month
For More information visit
plus utilities. Email chakwww.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
County of Ottawa
mapo@mail.qvsu.edu.
Environmental Health Spe
Farmers Insurance
cialist (Food Services)
Intern Trainee - Claims
Location: West Olive, Ml
Turn your passion for travel Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Looking for 2 subleasers
Search Job ID: 15565874
into a rewarding lifestyle at Search Job ID: 15571045
from May 1 st-August1 st,
Apply By: May 3, 2013
WorldVentures. Go *to ja- Apply By: May 17, 2013
2013. $300/month. Water in
For More information visit sonwww.
For More information visit cluded. Off-campus. Email
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
worldventures.biz to find out www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
fulljenn@mail.gvsu.edu if in
how!
terested.
COLLEGE PRO is now hiring
painters all across the state
to work outdoors w/other
students. Earn $3k-$5k. Ad
vancement opportunities and
internships.
Contact
1-888-277-9787 or visit.
www.colleqepro.com.

One female subleaser need
in 4BR Copper Beach Townhomes for 2013-2014 school
year. Lease is Aug-Aug.
Please
contact
ahne@mail.gvsu.edu for
more info.
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BY
HENRY BOLTINOFF

CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There are at least six differ
ences in drawing details between top and bottom panels. How
quickly can you find them? Check answers with those below.

Butssiuj ci >peq aneqo -9 lueiejiip e» ejruotd S Jeojujiis
si ^obcsBH '€ •luoieuiP *! JSieeMS ‘Z pos'BJ

Even Exchange

ApoQ v luaiewP

epcqs *L *S30N3HBJdia

by Donna Pettman

Each numbered row contains iwo clues and two 6-letter answers. The two answers differ from each other
by only one letter, which has already been inserted. For example, if you exchange the A from MASTER
for an I. you get MISTER. Do not change the order of the letters.
1. Ship's kitchen

G________________ Silicone_________

2 Ponder

_____________K

Entity

3 5-cent piece

________________ L

Scraped

________________ D

4 Drummer Ringo

_____________R

Begin

_____________T

5. Beautiful

__ O____________ Energetic

__

6 Cavort

__

__ __

7. Card suit

__ __ __

8 Olympic award

______D_______ Copper or iron, e g__________ T

9 Ire

__

10 He wanted "more'

A

N

_____ Harry or William
D __

Extra tire

1

I________

__

Boring tool

O______________ Lone Ranger’s mount
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V________________
_____________G

__
S

I_____
R
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